ASL Up Close # 9
Glossing
American Sign Language is a visual language.  In order to teach ASL sentence structure and proper grammar we use what is called glossing.  Glossing is intended to be used as a “tool” to practice ASL.  These transcriptions are NOT English or ASL, but labels to be used to help learn ASL.  Gloss is usually confined to student-use and not used outside the classroom.  This means if you were to meet a Deaf person and talk about “glossing a sentence” or ask “how do you gloss that?”  they would look at you like you are crazy. 
A few rules to remember:
1. Write in all CAPITAL LETTERS. 
2. There is no punctuation in ASL. 

3. Use a dash between words that have only one sign.  


For example, DON’T-LIKE, DON’T-WANT, HOT-DOG
4. When a word is fingerspelled in a sentence, you need to indicate that it is fingerspelled and not signed with (fs) or dashes between each letter. 
5. Do not use the NO-NO words like are, is, be, the…etc. 

*These are just a few of the rules; we will add more as time goes on. 
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