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Deixis  &  Closing Signal

Pointing is considered rude or impolite in the hearing culture; however, in Deaf culture it is a necessity.  Using the index finger to point to a person, object or space is called deixis.   
If a person or object is visible, point to it.  If the person or object is not in the room, point to an empty space around you and continue signing.   This is a way to be able to refer back to different people, places or things.   

The use of space is a very important feature in American Sign Language. You do this by setting up the space. It can be done in the space to the left or right of the signer or in front of the signer (downward). The signer can then refer back to that specific space every time they are talking about that person/object. Other signers in the same conversation can also refer to and use this sign space once it has been established (set up).

The setting up of the space can happen a few different ways:

1. A person, place or thing can be fingerspelled, then point to a certain location.

2. You can make a sign in that location.  (Ex. HOUSE  and  SCHOOL) 
For ASL 1 students, one rule of thumb is to never set-up more than three positions/spaces in any one conversation. Even that can be too many if there is going to be a lot of information associated with each. The proper use of space can make your signing much clearer and easily understood when done following these rules.

As we build our vocabulary, we will also build on our ASL sentence structure.   One of the first things you may notice about ASL sentences is the repeating of personal pronouns.   This action shows a completion of thought, allowing somebody else to begin signing without interrupting you.   Using deixis at the end of a sentence is called a closing signal. Closing signals are especially important when asking questions.  

   Example: 

     English sentence:  I like pizza.     translated into ASL:     I  LIKE  PIZZA  I  

     English sentence:  Do you want some?     translated into ASL:     YOU WANT SOME YOU

You Try!

English Sentence


translate into         

American Sign Language

1.  I need a napkin. 

2. You should go.
3. Could you see me? 

4. She is nice. 
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Pronouns

A pronoun is a word that substitutes for a noun or noun phrase. Instead of telling you a story about Bobby and saying his name 1000 times throughout the story we use the pronouns - he, his, him.  Pronouns are used the same way in American Sign Language as they are in English.  You will name and place the person you are speaking about and then refer to the person with the appropriate pronoun.  It is important to note the different handshapes associated with the kind of pronouns being used.   
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Personal Pronoun – deixis or index finger handshape

You, Me, We, Us, He, She, It, They, Those, Them

 WE/US:  
THEY/THEM/THOSE: 
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Possessive  - closed five handshape, the hand is oriented toward the person who “owns” the place, object, thing or person being discussed. 
These possessives do not reflect gender until it has been assigned.  (GIRL –point left, HER MOM)
Yours, Mine/My, Our, His, Hers,  Its,  Theirs
       OURS: 

Practice Sentences:

Identify the pronoun we would use. 

1.  Mary looks stunning in that dress.    _______        3.  Your shirt is dirty.  ______

2.  Where did Luke go?   _______


      4.  We need to stop for gas.   _______

Practice Sentence

Read aloud.  Students sign the correct pronoun. 
1. I like her.  

2. I like her house. 

3. You’re not a child. 
4. I’ll do it myself. 
5. My house is green.  Your house is blue. 

6. I found your glasses. 
7. You’re her friend. 

8. His children are here. 
9. Michael did it by himself. 
10. He is funny. 

11. Her parents live down the street from me. 
12. She must do it all by herself. 

