ASL Up Close # 18
Compound Signs
Remember ASL and English are two separate languages.  Compound signs are signs that combine the elements of two signs to form one sign which has a meaning different than the meaning of the two signs separately.

English has compound words: CUP + BOARD = CUPBOARD. Some know this words as a pantry.  The meaning does not mean that cups are on a board, or the board is for cups only, though initially this may have been true.  Another example of compounds in English is BRAINSTORM.   This does not mean there is a storm happening in your brain.  Nor does it mean there are brains creating a storm.   It simply a spontaneous group discussion looking to reach a conclusion or solve a problem.  These are just two words put together to make a different word and often hold a completely different meaning than the two words independently.  
Compound signs are signs that combine the elements of two signs to form one sign which has a meaning different than the meaning of the two signs separately.  To say it another way - you have two signs put together to create a new/different sign (meaning).   
One word you learned in Unit 2 was HOME+WORK.   Many don’t realize this as compound sign, so let’s break it down. 

   HOME – place to eat, sleep, being with family…whatever your definition. 

   WORK – the act of doing something to earn money, the stuff your teacher/boss gives you, the place you go to earn your paycheck....however you want to define it. 

Now if we say, HOMEWORK – that generally means that work you take home from school to complete on your own. 

Combining the signs for
PARENTS  =  _________________+ ________________

You have GIRL + BABY = _______________________

HUSBAND =  ____________________ + __________________
WIFE  =  _________________ +  __________________

Most important thing to remember when using compounds is to sign each portion quickly and smoothly in one motion.  Do not pause or drop your hands between these signs 
Some non-examples to watch out for are GOOD MORNING and HARD-OF-HEARING  or   I-GIVE-YOU. 
