ASL Up-Close # 21
Classifiers
Classifiers are signs that use handshapes that are associated with specific categories (classes) of size, shape, or usage.
Over time certain handshapes have been used so often to show certain types of things, shapes, amounts, or sizes, that when you hold up or use one of those handshapes people (who know the language) automatically think of a particular category (or class) of:

Things (objects, people, animals, vehicles, etc.)
Shapes (including outlines, perimeters, surfaces, configurations, gradients, etc.)
Sizes (amount, largeness, smallness, relative size, volume, etc.)
Usage (movement paths, speed, interactions, etc.)
Similar to pronouns, that which is being represented (or described) by a classifier must be "introduced" prior to using the classifier.

Classifiers can help to clarify your message, highlight specific details, and provide an efficient way of conveying information.

Classifiers can be used to:
* describe the size and shape of an object.
* represent the object itself.

* demonstrate how the object moves.

* convey how it relates to other objects and or people.
For this unit, we will be using the following two classifiers.  CL:4 and CL:F
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CL:4 can be used for many things such as hair-styles, curtain styles, rows or lines of people, lines on a surface, eye-lashes.   It can be used to show parallel lines: stripes, bars, fence, upright boundaries; even objects that flow or leak: bleeding, drool, running water, draining (ear, sink, pipes); and Groups of 4: 4 people standing or walking together. 
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The "F" handshape can be used to show small round objects (like a small pole, buttons, coins, rings), and certain movements of your eyeballs.  You can use this classifier to show a single drop of rain or a single snowflake falling to the group. It can be used to show a long, thin, cylindrical shaped objects: stick, dowel, curtain rod, small roll of paper, water hose, faucet.  Good storytellers often use this classifier to show a person’s eye gaze: a person looking up or down, eyes moving back and forth, a person rolling his eyes. You can even show someone holding of very thin things or small things: flossing, threading a needle, turning a page, pulling out a hair.
There are so many more classifiers and we will learn more at a later date.
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