ASL Up-Close # 21
Continued

Classifiers
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CL:1

The "1"-handshape classifier is typically used to show long skinny things:
The most common is a person standing in a certain location or one person walking upright.  It could also be used to show a pencil, pole, one-lane road, tree-branch, stick, rod, knife and many more.
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CL: V or 2

The classifier known as "Classifier V" is commonly used to show how a person's legs move - stand, walk-to, lying down, falling, toss-and-turn, dive, jump, skate board, get-up.  It can represent an animal with fangs such as a snake (biting).  
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It can represent a person’s eyes looking around, avoiding eye contact, looking down (feeling ashamed), etc. 
One may even seen a bent-V handshape to represent the person’s legs (sitting, swinging, etc).  It could also represent an animal’s legs.
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CL: 3

CL:3 is generally used to represent a vehicle.  It can be used as a pronoun for cars, trucks, motorcycles, bike, (some) boats, and submarines.  It is NOT used for airplanes, but it is used in one of the variations of "helicopter."
This classifier is used to represent all the things that a vehicle can do or things that happen to a vehicle (park, reverse, tailgate, go up a hill, race, etc.) 

Remember:

1) You must name the classifier before you use it.   
ASL:   CAR CL:3  V-A-N CL:3  (pass car)

English: The van passed the car. 
2) Your facial expression plays as big a role as your hands when using classifiers. 

a. Person walking away….happy….mad…depressed…scared…etc. 

b. Person falling/diving…gracefully…clumsily

c. Person making eye-contact – feeling guilty? feeling bashful/flirting? annoyed? 
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