ASL Up-Close  #21
Contrastive Structure

Also known as Shoulder-Shifting

Contrastive Structure is when one establishes spatial referents and then referring to them using body shift with appropriate agreement between the body shift and the referent as you contrast various characteristics about those referents.  Too much?  Did you understand any of that?  I’m going to break it down for you.  

If you look up the sign for AND, BUT and OR on the internet you are likely to find them.  However, when using true ASL you will not see these signs.   Instead you will use shoulder-shifting.  This can be used to compare two or more objects, contrast two or more objects, or separate two more ideas.  

Things to remember: 

· Don’t switch your dominant and non-dominant hands when using the Shoulder-Shift.  Simply orient your shoulders in a different direction and continue signing.  
· Set up your people, places, or things first before you begin shifting if you are comparing or contrasting.  

· When glossing you can write (and) (but) or  (or) in lower-case and parentheses to remind you and “hold its place.”   

· Example:  FOOTBALL (and) BASKETBALL  I LIKE I
· Example:  PRACTICE I LIKE (but) I DON’T-WANT GO I

· Example: SATURDAY (or) SUNDAY I-MEET-YOU 
· You will see shoulder-shifting when asking the WH-Question - WHICH 

· Example:  PINK PAPER (or) BLUE PAPER YOUR WANT WHICH
· Translated into English we would say:

____________________________________________________
· This can be used for 3 people, places or objects.  
· Example:  I PLAY  SOCCER (and)  FOOTBALL (and)  TRACK 
· As you advance your skills you will use the contrastive structure as role-shifting where you will take on the role or the person (Example: Mother to Child, Child to Mother). 

Glossing Practice: 

Example 

   English: My father has 1 brother and 2 sisters. 
   ASL : MY FATHER HAVE 1 BROTHER (and) 2 SISTERS

1. He is nice and smart. 

2. I have a test in science and history on Friday. 
3. Do you want to go to home or practice? *
Let’s Practice Signing

My Turn -Teacher Model


1. I ____________________________  (and) _____________________________ 
2. HE ____________________________  (and) _____________________________

3. YOU ____________________________  (and) _____________________________

Your Turn – Student Created

1. I ___________________________  (and) _____________________________ 

2. HE ____________________________  (and) _____________________________

3. YOU ____________________________  (and) _____________________________

Your Partner 

1. I ____________________________  (and) _____________________________ 

2. HE ____________________________  (and) _____________________________

3. YOU ____________________________  (and) _____________________________
Another way you may see it used.  ---Instead of using Deixis---
   Teacher Expressive Model
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