ASL Up-Close # 18
Describing Others
Descriptions of people and objects come naturally to ASL users.  Descriptions are expected to be highly detailed and specific in order to create a clear visual image of the person or object. There are certain norms to identifying and describing people in ASL. 

First you want to make sure your listener knows who you are talking about before you proceed.  

· If the person is present you want to begin your sentence with raised eyebrows and the phrase YOU SEE…  

· If the person is not present, begin your sentence with raised eyebrows and the phrase YOU KNOW…
In general you apply the following sequence:

1. Gender  (girl, boy, man, woman)
2. Height  (tall, average, short)
3. Body Type  (thin, average, fat) 
4. Color of Hair then style    (Color first, then long/straight, short/curly, etc.)
5. Eye color

6. Other clothing detail

You will need to keep your eyebrows raised throughout the description.   

If the person doesn’t know who you are referring to you can also use occupation, personal qualities, habits and the person’s relationship with others that they may know. 
If you are the listener (watching the person describing someone else), you should

1) Nod to confirm you know the person being described

To add additional support to the confirmation you may, 

2) Give additional information about that person (body type, hair style, color of clothing)

This will help allow the signer to continue with their question or comment. 
