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ASL Up-Close #23
Numbers 100+ in ASL
Remember the general rule that #1-5 face in, toward you.  However, when we get to larger numbers such as 105, 603, and 902, this rule does not apply. 

Numbers that are between 100 – 999 (hundreds)
The way to sign 100 or more in ASL has three different variations. 

· The first variation can be considered old-fashioned and that is signing 1-0-1.  

· The second variation is 1-C-1.  The “C” stands for century.  This variation is often taught and used by students of ASL, not always used by native signers themselves.   

· The third variation and one that I do not recommend unless you are heavy involved in the Deaf community or have been corrected by a Deaf person is 1-X-1

· You sign the number just like you say it.   

If your number is 121 – you would say/sign 1-hundred and 21. 


234 – you would say/sign 2 hundred and 34. 


601 – you would say/sign 6 hundred 01 or  1.  


Try One:  513 - ______________________________________________

Try Another: 268 - ___________________________________________
Numbers that are between 1,000 – 9,999 (thousands)
· The sign for thousand is made with a bent, closed-5 tapping the palm of the non-dominant hand. 

· You sign the number just like you say it.   

If your number is 1,210 – you would say/sign 1 thousand 2 hundred 10

4,525 – you would say/sign 4 thousand 5 hundred 25
18,204 – you would say/sign 18 thousand 2 hundred 04  or 4

200,750 – you would say/sign 2 hundred-thousand, 7 hundred and 50


Try One:  7,611 -______________________________________________

   Try Another: 818,402 - ___________________________________________________

Numbers in the millions

· The sign for million is the same as thousand except you add a second bounce. 

Some people will give the bounce a movement and put the second bounce a little farther forward on the non-dominant hand; some put the bounce in the same spot – no movement forward.  Either way is acceptable. 

· You sign the number just like you say it.   

If your number is 1,200,400 – you would say/sign



1 million, 2 hundred thousand, 4 hundred

If your number is 6,007,002 – you would say/sign



6 million, 7 thousand, 0-0-2 or 2


Try One:    4,240,710- ___________________________________________________

None of these rules above are referring to money, address, or phone numbers.   These rules will be explained later. 
Activity that follows – VERTICAL DRILLS

*Don’t MOUTH #

Don’t BOUNCE

If you sign it wrong – Start Over

If person watching gets it wrong – Sign it AGAIN.  Give them a chance to see it at least 2 or 3 times. 

Person Watching Signer – Don’t SAY # as they sign it – let them sign the whole # then say it.  

Don’t practice something that you can’t do during a test.   It also slows the signer down. 
