ASL U p-Close  #14
WL.K12.NH.8.2: Compare basic parameters and grammatical structures between ASL and English.
Sign Variation  
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If you ever go online and look up some signs you may see a difference between the ones I sign and the ones on the internet.  You will even see a few differences between my signs and Ms. Baumann (your ASL 2 teacher).  As you meet Deaf people you will encounter slight differences between signs, called variations.  These are certain signs that vary from region to region, with some differences more well-know than others.  In many ways, these sign variations resemble regional differences in spoke language.  Do you say soda, pop, or cola?  The answer usually depends on where you live and your own preference. The same variation between signs is seen in ASL.  There are as many as four widely known and accepted signs for birthday.  There is also two different ways to sign Deaf.  All are acceptable signs, but be sure to use the sign variation preferred by your local Deaf community. 
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<Master ASL>
