ASL Up-Close  # 13
Time + Topic + Comment

A "grammar" is a set of rules for using a language.  

If you don't want to seem odd to others in your group, you've got to speak (sign) a language according to the rules which have been developed by the community which uses the language.  

American Sign Language has its own grammar system, separate from that of English.

ASL uses one or two different grammatical structures depending on what is being signed.  The first is topic-comment, this is used for a basic sentence or when a wh-question is being asked.  The subject of the sentence or topic is placed in front of the rest of the statement, what is being talked about should follow (also known as the comment). 
English: I like cookies.     

ASL:  COOKIES I LIKE I

Cookies is the topic.  I like is the comment. 

English:  I am a student. 

ASL:  ME STUDENT ME    or      I  STUDENT  I
*Remember ASL does not use state of being verbs. 

The second is time-topic-comment, the time indicator is always placed at the beginning of the sentence.  This rule helps define the tense of the sentence (past, present or future). 


English:  I will go shopping tomorrow. 


ASL: TOMORROW SHOPPING I GO I


*will is deleted because the time – tomorrow – takes care of the word’s purpose. 

English: I ate yesterday. 


ASL:  YESTERDAY I EAT I   

*There is no sign for ate – it is the same sign as EAT.  Its tense is changed by 

the word yesterday.

Let’s look at a long sentence. 

English:  I forgot to buy bananas yesterday at the store. 

ASL:  YESTERDAY STORE I GO BANANA I FORGET BUY I. 

*STORE I GO can be omitted, it is a preposition not necessary to the sentence.  
*Time: Yesterday,  Topic: Banana,  Comment: I forgot to buy
Practice Sentence:  

   Translate the following sentences into ASL.  Don’t forget the rules of glossing. 
1. My car is blue. 

2. I want pizza tonight. 

3. Do I need a pencil? 

4. She has the stapler. 

5. When is the test? 

6. Your homework is due Thursday. 

7. I am excited about my birthday party tomorrow. 

8.  Are you finished with your food? 

9. I don’t like the Minnesota Vikings. 

10. Do you know if there is there a football game tomorrow night? 

