ASL Up-Close # 7
Using Tenses

In English we know something is in the past, present or future tense based on the vocabulary used in the sentence.  For example, I went to the store.  This sentence is about something that happened in the past because of the word went.   However, in ASL there is no sign for went.  Signs that indicate the “time” are given first then the rest of the sentence is understood as being in that “time”.   

    Example: 

English: I went to the store. 

ASL:   YESTERDAY I GO STORE I    or    LAST-WEEK I GO STORE I  

Notice in ASL the signer must give a time, whether it is specific or general is up to the signer, but you must give a time.  You can’t sign I GO STORE and expect the audience to understand you did this yesterday or a week ago.   The audience will assume you are saying you are going (currently) or about to go  - to the store. 
Time in ASL has been described in terms of an imaginary time line that runs perpendicular to the signer’s body.  The area around the signers torso generally means the “present”, the area farther away has the meaning of “future” and the area over the shoulder has a general meaning of “past.” 
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Practice identifying the TIME

I tried to call you.  (past)
I don’t understand what you’re saying. (present)
I will see you then.  (future)

She saw him by his locker.  (past)
I am going to see that movie.  (present)
Michael was admitted to the hospital.  (past)
We are making it later.  (future)
