deaf  vs.  Deaf

	Medical Aspect of deafness
	Cultural Aspect of deafness

	Views deafness as a 
Disability
	Views deafness as a
Difference

	Defines deafness as a pathological – condition which distinguish abnormal

deaf persons from normal hearing persons.
	Defines deafness as merely a difference, a characteristic which distinguishes normal deaf persons from normal hearing persons.  Recognize that deaf people are linguistic and cultural minority. 

	Tries to hide evidence of deafness
	Openly acknowledges deafness

	Seeks to  cure  deafness
	Emphasize the abilities of a deaf person

	Full attention is given to the use of hearing aids and other devices that focus on speech.
	Full attention is given to issues of accessing communication through visual means and services, which includes ASL

	Believes deaf people CAN’T
	Believes deaf people CAN

	Describes sign language as inferior to spoken language
	Views sign language as equal                         to spoken language

	Regard the “normal hearing person” as the best role model
	Regard successful deaf adults as positive role models for deaf children

	Neither accept nor support a separate “deaf culture.”
	Respects, values and supports the language and culture of deaf people.

	Some don’t want deaf people to interact 

and/or marry
	Tend to NOT mouth while signing

use “true ASL”

	Often accept  or tolerate injustice
	Act as Self- Advocate

	Some consider them to be close-minded 
	Can sometimes become frustrated with hearing people for their ignorance.


