Deaf Culture Note # 1
WL.K12.NH.6.1: Use information acquired through the study of practices, and perspectives of the target culture(s) to identify some of their characteristics and compare them to own culture.
NAME SIGNS
Personal name signs are a valued aspect of ASL/Deaf culture. Each member of the Deaf community has her/his unique name sign, even if two or more persons have the same first names on their birth certificates.  Having one shows you are accepted by the Deaf community because you made the effort to learn Deaf culture and ASL. 
A name sign is a traditional part of ASL/Deaf culture and is parallel to name assigning in American Natives. Culturally and lingually a Deaf person assigns a name sign to a new non-native member of the community. In this culture, it is a gift, something that is given to one and is not something that a non-native can pick or invent for oneself. It is treated in the similar way Native Americans give names to honorary members from the outside. They are a part of the distinct identity of the Deaf culture. 

A name sign is sometimes mutually agreed between a person and her/his Deaf peers, family, or community. Unlike birth names on their certificate, a sign name can be changed once or so in a person's lifetime for some reason or it may remain the same for years since its first naming. 

Forming a name sign has its complex system of rules. Assigning a name sign is usually not given quickly nor without consideration of its rules. Unfortunately, many non-native signers make up name signs for themselves or others that their formation may be unsuitable or contextually awkward. 
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     Some people do not have or choose not to have name signs, so their names would be fingerspelled, especially when a person's name is short or less than four letters, his/her name may be simply fingerspelled with no name sign.
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One example of a famous name sign is Laurent Clerc’s.  Clerc was born in France in 1785 was America's first deaf educator and one of the founders of the American School for the Deaf in Hartford, Connecticut. At the age of one, he accidentally fell off a chair near the fireplace. It burned his face badly, leaving his left his cheek with a scar, which inspired his name sign.            





      [Handspeak & MASL]       
