Deaf Culture Note # 7
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Child of Deaf Adults
Approximately 10% of Deaf people have Deaf children, which means 90% of Deaf parents have hearing children.  A hearing child of Deaf adults is known by the finger spelled word “coda” – Child of Deaf Adult(s). 
Though CODAs are hearing, they are an important part of the Deaf community and culture.  Often, a CODA’s first language is ASL.  Contrary to popular belief, hearing children of Deaf parents rarely encounter problems learning how to speak.  It can be said of CODAs that they have the best of both worlds!  Many CODAs cherish ASL and the Deaf community and are proud to have this unique background. 
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The deaf often have negative experiences with the hearing world, and many deaf associate only on a very limited basis with the hearing. CODA’s often serve as interpreters for their parents, thus becoming the communication link between their parents and the hearing world. There are several concerns surrounding children that serve as interpreters for their parents. One concern is that children are expected to interpret in situations that are considered inappropriate, whether its subject or age appropriateness, placing them in confusing and vulnerable situations. This creates for some hearing children an unwanted pressure and burden that they are too young to resist or negotiate (Single ton & Tittle.)  Today, there are many resources available that can help protect CODA’s and their parents from many of these issues. There are now well-established professional interpreting companies that can be used whenever possible for situations that might be inappropriate for the CODA to interpret such as adult conversation, legal issues and school matters.  Overall, research and parenting literature generally find that deaf parents are competent and caring and have excellent relationships with their hearing children.
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