Deaf Culture Note # 8
Deaf-Blunt

Deaf Culture may seem strange to a Hearing person for several reasons. Remember, each ethnic and religious group has its own culture. A culture is when a group of people come together because they have the same beliefs, thoughts, and behavior patterns. Much of what has developed as Deaf Culture has developed just as many cultural norms develop. It simply happens because people in a specific group have likenesses that bring them together in special ways. At schools for the Deaf, because students are surrounded by other students who are Deaf and culturally like them, they naturally form a special bond. This is also the reason ASL has been passed down from generation to generation. 
One difference between Deaf and Hearing cultures is how a deaf person will be blunt in what he/she says. This may be viewed as “tactless” to a Hearing person. Deaf people do not see being blunt as being rude. They are simply seeking to understand and trying to gain more information. Hearing people tend to be very closed about expressing their feelings. However, Deaf people are more open with their feelings and more open about being willing to hug friends and meet new people.

Deaf people tend to value clear communication.  If the word "fat" is what is meant, then the word "fat" is used.  Hearing people tend to use other, nicer, words such as "overweight," "plump," or "chunky."  Hearing people should understand that Deaf people want you to be clear when communicating with them.  Say what you mean!  Most of the time you will not be too blunt for Deaf people, but they will appreciate your clear communication.
Name dropping is another difference in culture.  It is seen as rude in our hearing culture but in the Deaf culture it is common-place.  When you are introduced or meet a deaf person, they may ask who you know to find out your circle and if you have anything in common.  It isn’t seen as rude but as a way of making a connection. 

When you find that you are hanging out with a Deaf person, and the Deaf person is rather blunt with you about something, don't take it personal. It is a good sign! It shows that the Deaf person feels comfortable enough to include you in his/her world. More often than not, the Deaf person has good intention with what he/she is trying to tell you.
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DEAF
CULTURE 101:
GIVING
FEEDBACK

HEARING FEEDBACK

DEAF FEEDBACK

YOU'RE POING A GREAT
JOB. HOWEVER, THE TRIM
ISN'T TO MY SATISFACTION,
PERIAPS IF YOU SAND IT.
AGAIN THE PAINT WL

G ON MORE
SMOOTHLY.
BUT OVERALL
ITLOOKS
GREAT.

THE PAINT JOB, ON ThE
TRIM LOOKS SLOPPY.
PLEASE RE-PO IT





<lifeprint.com>
