Deaf Culture Note # 6 

Deaf Athletes
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The football huddle was invented in 1892 by a Deaf student at
Gallaudet University named Paul Hubbard. Concerned about
opposing players being able to see his team’s signs and planned
plays, Paul urged his teammates to huddle up. Quickly, the concept
spread across college campuses and today, the football huddle is
an important part of the game. The Deaf community’s contributions
to the sport of football didn’t end with the huddle: professional
Deaf football players like Bonnie Sloan and Kenny Walker and Deaf
cheerleaders Mona Vierra and Lisa Fishbein demonstrate that Deaf
athletes are as skilled as their hearing counterparts.



Many people don’t realize that there wasn’t always such thing as a huddle in football.  The football huddle was invented in 1892 by a Deaf student, Paul Hubbard, at Gallaudet University.  Concerned about opposing players being able to see his team’s signs and planned plays, Paul urged his teammates to huddle up.  Quickly, the concept spread across college campuses and today, the football huddle is an important part of the game. 
The Deaf community contributions to the sports of football didn’t end with the huddle: Professional Deaf football players like Bonnie Sloan, Kenny Walker, and Derek Coleman demonstrate that Deaf athletes are as skilled as their hearing counterparts.   Bonnie Sloan was a six foot, four inch, 270-pound defensive tackle from Austin Peay State College.  He became the first deaf player to be drafted by the National Football League in 1973. He was the tenth round draft choice of the St. Louis Cardinals.    
After suffering from spinal meningitis when he was two years old Kenny Walker became deaf. In 1991 and 1992 this famous deaf athlete was a defensive lineman for the Denver Broncos. During games, he read other players lips to understand the calls of the game. Later Mr. Walker became the first deaf player in the Canadian Football league.
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      Derrick Coleman became deaf when he was three years old.  He played college football for the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA).  He was signed as an undrafted free agent by the Minnesota Vikings in 2012.  Coleman is the first deaf offensive player in the NFL and was a part of the Seattle Seahawks championship team in 2013. 
Other sports have had successful deaf athletes as well.  In the Olympics of 2000 Terrance Parkin, a deaf athlete from South Africa won second place in the 200 meter breaststroke. Terrance has been swimming since he was twelve years old. Since he could not hear when the race was supposed to start when he first started swimming Terrance's coach would stand where he could signal [image: image3.jpg]


Terrance when it was time to start the race.  Now swimmers have a light that flashes at the starting blocks to give equal access to all. 
       Famous baseball coach, Curtis Pride, has been deaf since he has been born. During his career, as a famous deaf athlete Pride played for six different Major League Baseball teams which included the Yankees and Braves. . In June of 2010 Curtis Pride was sworn into the Presidents 2010 Council of Fitness, Sports, and Nutrition.
James Burke was born deaf and fought in his first boxing match at the age of nineteen. Burke is most famous for his bare knuckle championship fight against Simon Byrne. Byrne lost the match and died three days after the match due to injuries he suffered during the match. He was a six time heavyweight world champion and would later be inducted into the International Boxing Hall of Fame.  
Some up-and-coming athletes to keep your eye out for are Kevin Hall, a professional Deaf golfer, and Duckhee Lee a profoundly deaf, Asian tennis sensation making waves on the junior tennis circuit. 


