Deaf Culture Note # 2
Introduction

When you first meet a Deaf person don’t be afraid, they are just like you - they just can’t hear.  
You should introduce yourself with you first and last name.  If you have a name sign indicate that after you give your name.  You may want to explain you are learning ASL and this will indicate to the Deaf person that they may need to slow down or modify their signing to help you.   Most Deaf people don’t mind this; in fact, many Deaf people are excited to meet people learn ASL and often eager to help.  You may be asked several different questions such as How do you know sign?  What school do you go to?  or even Do you have Deaf family members?   These are not meant to be invasive but to get a feel for your interest in signing.   If the conversation begins to stall you can also end with NICE MEET YOU. 
Formal vs. Informal 
Do you greet your friends the same way you would the President of the United States?  I hope not.  Same goes in ASL.  The first time you meet a Deaf person you should greet them formally with a Hello, How are you?   If you are meeting friends you can be more casual and use the informal greeting, Hi, What’s up?  You may be meeting friend at a formal event such as prom or fundraiser dinner, in this case you would use the formal greeting because of the setting. 
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Voicing & Mouthing
Using your voice to talk to another hearing individual instead of signing when a Deaf person is near is considered rude.  Develop the habit of always signing when you know a Deaf person is in the same room with you.  This way, everybody has equal access to what is being communicated.  If you must speak to a hearing person who doesn’t know ASL, then tell your Deaf friend or teacher first, before speaking.  You may be surprised to learn that most Deaf people know when hearing people are talking, even if someone is whispering.  How so?  Remember, Deaf people rely on their vision far more than hearing people do!  Your teacher may remind you to turn off voice if you’re being rude. 
Also, don’t fall into the habit of “talking silently” or whispering while you sign.  You will learn how to use the lips as part of its grammar.  Some students rely on lipreading rather than signing skills, a sure way to become frustrated since most of the English language cannot be lipread!  Using ASL signs while talking or “mouthing” English is not considered ASL. 

Farewells

It is considered rude or impolite in the Deaf community to leave without saying good-bye to each person, which means farewells can take a long time!   Often good-byes are never complete until plans are made for the next time friends will see each other again.  Shaking hands and hugging is common as well.  
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