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Mrs. Haralambou’s

Fingerspelling Guidelines: 


When you are fingerspelling:

1. Always use your Dominant Hand! 
2. Your hand must face out (to your audience). 
3. Do not bounce, pulse, or twist your hand.

4. Do not open up your hand between each letter.

5. When you make a mistake, don’t “erase” it in the air, sign “mistake.”

6.  Watch for a slight pause that indicates a separation of words. 

7. Keep your arm at a comfortable place resting at your side.  

Do not stick your arm out  or  in someone’s face.          

Relax – loosen your shoulders.

8. As you FS move your hand slightly away from you.  (NOT A BIG MOVEMENT!)

9. Hold the last letter of your word to show you are done.  

10. Do not mouth the fingerspelled word, unless not commonly used or a reallylong word.  
11. Do not look at your hand while you fingerspell. 
12. When fingerspelling, focus on clarity and not speed. 


I’d rather you be neat and slow, than sloppy and fast! 

What about double letters? 

There are two general rules but they are not always followed.

It depends on the person and the word…

Rule 1: If it touches the thumb – it taps

Rule 2: If it doesn’t touch the thumb – it slides

When watching someone fingerspell: 

1. The key to learning to read fingerspelling successfully is to look at the whole word. 

· Focus on the shape of the word and not each letter being produced. 
· Don’t say  M-A-R-K-E-T, say Market as you are seeing it signed. 
· Sound out the word in your head. 

· Do not attempt to write it as it is fingerspelled.  This will work for slow signers and small words, it will not work in the future or real life. 
2. Practice reading the more frequently used letter combinations and function words that are often fingerspelled. 


(ate, tion, ly, able, ment, ing)  (it, be, am, are, was, is, but, the) 

3. Watch for the first letter of a fingerspelling word, notice the last letter (usually held briefly) and any letters that stand out (B,F,H,J,V,W,Y, Z).  This is called Configuration.  Then use the other 2 C’s to determine the word. 
Context – what is being talked about. 

Closure – your brain will fill in the blanks. 
When is FS utilized? 

In ASL, FS is used sparingly and specifically. It is important to recognize how and why FS is used, then FS information will seem less random, instead it will generally fall into specific categories. 

The most common use of FS is for names. This includes: 

* 1st and last names of people and pets: Jane Doe, Spot, Tweetybird. 

* Places: Arby’s. Avenues, Sandalwood, Baymeadows Road 

* Book, movie, magazine, and TV show titles: Divergent, Batman, Walking Dead 

FS is also used for clarification purposes. It is used to: 

* Specify a particular word for a sign that may have many English synonyms: 

HOUSE + C-A-B-I-N 

* Specify within a general category: CHOCOLATE + S-N-I-C-K-E-R-S 

* Present a single concept in multiple modes: CAR C-A-R/ FUN F-U-N 

